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Shay Salomon : Little House on a Small Planet, 2nd: Simple Homes, Cozy Retreats, and Energy Efficient 
Possibilities  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Little 
House on a Small Planet, 2nd: Simple Homes, Cozy Retreats, and Energy Efficient Possibilities: 

120 of 122 people found the following review helpful. Do you want to be happy?By Andre C. FotiWhat this book is 
not -It is not a book of low square foot home plansIt is not a book on how to build anythingIt is not a book that tells 
you must live in a tiny little eco-pod or you are a bad personPrimarily it is a series of interviews of people who have 
chosen to live in less space, with less stuff, so that they can concentrate on what is most important to them; raising 
children, working fewer hours, dedicating their lives to a vocation, art or belief...Through simple yet effective 
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exercises it helps you to determine what strategies might work for you to live in less space with fewer possessions, 
using less energy and creating a smaller ecological footprint.It offers advice on building new, renovating old, or living 
in a completely non-traditional way - such as a tiny house on wheels or in a tipi.If you read this book, and take any of 
it to heart, you will save money (by spending it on things that are actually important to you)and live better within your 
own means AND the means of the planet and your fellow humans.16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. 
InspirationalBy knittymamaLove this book! We're living in an officially 950 sq ft house (cellar doesn't count) by 
choice. When we first bought it, it was because 950 sq ft was all we could afford but over time we realized that living 
in a small house changed the way we lived, our values, our relationship. All for the better. Living in a small house has 
really helped us focus on what's important to us and freed up our time for those things instead of paying for or 
maintaining a larger house than we need. It has also left us more yard for growing food and flowers. We've now 
finished our cellar (6'2" ceiling) into more living space (a family summer bedroom so we don't need to use so much 
energy keeping cool) and a playroom and we find we have a "spare room" that we really don't need.Reading this book 
was so validating and encouraging. We agreed with so many of the reasons to live in a little house. We loved reading 
other people's stories and thoughts. I'd highly recommend it to anyone who is interested in living smaller or who is 
questioning many of the blind decisions we make without really thinking about our values and sources of true 
contentment.29 of 30 people found the following review helpful. InterestingBy Arline R. StoneInteresting. I knew 
what I was buying because I read the reviews. The stories of why people were living in these sometimes very small 
"houses" was interesting. A few of the dwelling places were very innovative, some were strange. I live in a house, with 
my husband that is 985 sq ft. We sold a 2100 sg. ft. house, our dream home, and simplified our lives by buying a very 
small house on beautiful acreage.We have our own well, use very little of anything, and only have a 3/4 bath. Friends 
and family were shocked that we changed our lifestyles so radically, most people cannot imagine that we chose this 
old Farm and lifestyle, but we did. Making the move had nothing to do with the economy, it has been an adventure. A 
person can change their lifestyle willingly, even past middle age.

A guidebook to planning, building, renovating, and inhabiting an eco-friendly small house.

"Anyone who sleeps indoors and cares about the world will find something of interest inside."--Carol Venolia, Eco-
architect, Natural Home Garden columnist, and EcoDwelling faculty member at New College of California"I cannot 
recommend this book highly enough. For anyone who has ever dreamed of getting off the mortgage rat race and 
creating not just a house, but a cozy nest that fits--this is the book! Every page is an inspiration, filled with real-life 
stories and lessons learned on creating better, more affordable, sustainable, and very personalized housing. There is 
something here that will fit nearly every lifestyle. For those who want to live in a better way: Read this book!"--Janet 
Luhrs, author of The Simple Living Guide and Simple Loving, and publisher of Simple Living Oasis 


