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Myrtle Stedman, Wilfred Stedman : Adobe Architecture, A Simple Guide with Plans for Building with Earth 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Adobe Architecture, A 
Simple Guide with Plans for Building with Earth: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A bit outdated for today's builderBy D. RachlinA very simple, black 
and white book of very few pages. There are some handy line drawings to give the reader a good sense of adobe 
homes, all of which are very small by today's standards. More useful were the drawings of detail such as the corbels 
and interior motifs.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Skip this one. More of a magazine than a ...By 
Robert StinsonSkip this one. More of a magazine than a book this was published in 1936 and really is not topical at all. 
A waist of money.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy CustomerI expected a hard cover 
book! Otherwise..... 5 stars!

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0865341117


Dreaming of building an adobe home? This classic guide, with floor plans ranging from a small casita to larger ones 
gives 18 comprehensive period designs for the traditional adobe (the earthern ''bricks'' used all over the world) house 
adapted to building materials, plumbing, heating and small lot sizes of today. Thousands of readers have found this a 
valuable handbook. The authors also venture into actual adobe brick-making, construction techniques, furnishing, even 
how to make a horno, a traditional Indian oven. Illustrated, detailed diagrams, house plans. The first seeds for the 
concept for this book on adobe architecture were sown as early as 1916, when Wilfred Stedman was a student at the 
Art Students League in New York City. It was there that he saw Ernest Blumenschein and Bert Phillips' paintings of 
adobe homes in villages in and around Taos and Santa Fe, New Mexico. When in the early 1920s and 1930s Wilfred 
and Myrtle came to see and experience this area for themselves, they met Mary Austin, Alice Corbin Henderson, Will 
Shuster, Frank Applegate, Josef Bakos and Mabel Dodge Luhan--all famous artists and writers of that time. These 
people made themselves and their friends from all over the world feel at home in this vernacular architecture. While 
nowhere in the United States is the Earth Building spirit as revered as in Santa Fe and Taos, new interest is spreading 
all over the world. New research and new technology is being combined with the traditional in keeping with an overall 
awakening to the natural resources and beauty of our planet and with a new personal sense of responsibility on the part 
of individuals in regard to better planning in the use of these. There is a new sense of joy in finding out how much one 
can do oneself with natural materials.

''...the most informative book we have found on adobe homes. It's the work of Myrtle and Wilfred Stedman of 
Tesuque, New Mexico. With backgrounds in the fine arts, architecture, and construction, the Stedmans became 
interested in building and restoring adobe homes. Their Adobe Architecture is a masterpiece of design and a clear 
explanation of the craft of building with adobe. The authors detail the formula for making adobe bricks and provide 
several architectural plans and sketches of interiors.'' --Harper's MagazineFrom the Back CoverA guide, with floor 
plans ranging from a small casita to larger ones is given in this book, with several pluses. The smaller homes are so 
arranged that they allow for growth as the family, or purse, increases in size. Cabinet work throughout is in keeping 
and suggestions for furniture designed to complement the house are here. Plastering, the making of adobes, painting, 
plumbing, wiring--all the things that must be taken into account are dealt with in a practical manner that helps prevent 
costly errors.About the AuthorMyrtle Stedman was known as an ''Artist in Adobe,'' designing, building, and 
remodeling adobe homes under a contractor's license. She was also a well-known artist whose academic training 
started in 1927 when she was a student in the Houston Museum of Fine Arts school. Her English born husband, 
Wilfred Stedman, whose background was in architecture as well as in painting and illustrating was recognized as one 
of the most outstanding artists of the American Southwest. Adobe architecture in New Mexico was one of Wilfred's 
favorite topics of conversation and Myrtle was instilled with the love of adobes from the moment they were married. 
After his death in 1950, Myrtle went on to become one of the foremost authorities on adobe construction. Myrtle 
Stedman was a member of PEN New Mexico, a branch of PEN Center USA West of International PEN and believed 
that there is no end to what the mind can do with the eye and hand, in time and in spirit. She is also the author of 
Artists in Adobe, A House Not Made With Hands, Adobe Remodeling and Fireplaces, Of One Mind, Of Things to 
Come, Ongoing Life, Rural Architecture, The Ups and Downs of Living Alone in Later Life, and The Way Things Are 
or Could Be, all from Sunstone Press. 


