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Elman Wood, P A Messinger, W C Lammey, Walter E Burton : 40 Power Tools You Can Make (Woodworking 
Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 40 Power 
Tools You Can Make (Woodworking Classics): 

25 of 25 people found the following review helpful. Fab Fifties style, still relevant and usefulBy G. ConnerMany 
woodworkers enjoy designing and making jigs for power or hand-tools. Some of us make our own hand-tools too: 
chisels, planes, saws, chamfer-cutters, beading / vining cutters, shooting boards, spoke-shaves etc...But how many 
woodworkers ever consider making their own powered shop tools?My father, who was born in 1898, was a pattern-
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maker and stringed-instrument repairman. He lived through the Great Depression and understood the value of making 
things himself. That included making MOST of his own tools. He had this book which I read and re-read many times. 
We both used it as a reference to construct table-saws, band-saws, (including a horizontal re-sawing band-saw) three 
different thickness-sanders, a frame-saw and numerous other smaller projects.The illustrations are black-and-white and 
hand-drawn by real old-school draftsmen. Although the book is small, it is edifying and inspiring! The diagrams and 
"blue-prints" are easy-to-read. There are a few dimensioning errors, but they are small and of little significance 
because you probably will never use the designs exactly as they are here. Most of the time, we cash-strapped 
woodworkers use spare parts to make our own tools: salvaged motors, bearings, lifts, pulleys, wheels, raceways... so 
we never followed these dimensions exactly.Prices and specifications have changed dramatically since this book was 
published. The common sense and practical advice in this book is timeless though. Even if you never build any of the 
machines herein, you will get a kick out of the funky-fifties retro style. At least, I do, though that may be a reflection 
on my vintage!There are complete plans for every machine listed in the contents. If you do decide to tackle one of 
these projects, you will undoubtedly need to change specifications to suit your motors, available bearings, hardware 
and other materials.Trust me... making your own tools is practical and not nearly as hard as you might think. In many 
cases, you can make power tools that are BETTER than commercial models, especially if you are making them for 
specific applications.Commercial tools are built for maximum versatility. You always have to pay for MORE than you 
need to get the few features you actually want. There are often quality or design compromises with commercial 
tools.For instance, to get an accurate commercial thickness sander with decent dust collection, you have to pay several 
thousand dollars for an industrial-quality machine that requires 3-phase power and a large commercial dust collection 
system. Not only does this bloat your budget for the machine, but you have to pay for rewiring to code, get inspections 
and a licensed contractor, AND buy an expensive dust-collection system.A luthier (who makes or repairs stringed 
instruments) needs superb accuracy and dust collection in a thickness sander, but he rarely can justify the cost or real-
estate commercial machines usurp. He does NOT need to sand large sheets of wood, so why pay for the extra weight 
and size of commercial machines? Making a home-made thickness sander is a simple and practical solution! You can 
build a machine to suit the size of your shop, your projects and your budget!Another example: Table saws...Table saws 
come in two basic types: small portable contractor saws and large stationary "cabinet" models. There's a huge variation 
in cost and cheap saws are often riddled with design compromises and manufacturing flaws. That's because 
manufacturers want increased profits by reducing cost, yet they must include features for a wide variety of uses. 
Construction workers, Cabinet makers, hobbyists and professional luthiers have different needs, so the good saws 
always include superfluous features. That is never the case with your own design. Why pay for things you don't need?I 
have even seen home-made table saws that are human powered by treadle or bicycle-type mechanisms! Try finding a 
commercially made leg-powered saw! This could be a very attractive idea for those interested in a "green" lifestyle. 
The ONLY way you can get one is to MAKE IT FOR YOURSELF. This book does not show specific examples of 
human powered tools, however the information it contains can easily be adapted for that purpose.This book is 
LOADED with practical advice for metal working and welding too! I do not like to weld. Neither did my dad. This 
book helped us both with practical advice and examples, making that work safer and easier.Another important thing 
you can get from this book even if you don't build anything from it: reading it imparts a better understanding of how 
power-tools work. When you see the inside of these machines, learn which parts are crucial and how they can be 
adjusted, you can operate ANY power-tool more accurately, safely and efficiently. This book will help you understand 
your machines better, and THAT will make you a better woodworker.Even though I have only made a few of the 
machines herein, it has been tremendously useful. I love this book and am going to order another copy to replace the 
dog-eared one my dad had. If you have any interest in power-tools, (to build, buy, collect or use...) you will enjoy this 
quirky yet sensible retro tome.You CAN build your own power tools.You CAN make them inexpensively.You CAN 
make them BETTER than most commercial tools for specific uses.This book will help in many ways with practical 
advice and instructions; but mostly... it's just FUN !0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fun but 
ImpracticalBy Alan Dale DanielProjects are complex and many of them require machinist knowledge. I do not think 
the average woodworker would want to construct any of these projects; however, there are many excellent ideas 
contained in this project book. For the most part, the drawings are clear, however, somewhat small. The explanations 
concerning how to build the project where much too short. Thus, the book is fun to review, but has little in the way of 
practical application.AD20 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy LEONARD SHULLnice 
book!

Originally published by ""Popular Mechanics"" in 1941, this classic manual is a testament to the ingenuity and 
dedication of American craftsmen. The collected projects, written by various craftsmen, demonstrate how to build a 10-
inch thickness planer, a ""swing saw"" (or cut-off saw), and a hand-built hydraulic press, in addition to drill presses, 
jigsaws, sanders, bending brakes, band saws, a wood lathe, and many other useful machines. All of these machines are 
built with simple and highly available materials, and every project is accompanied by the original instructions, 
illustrations, and measured drawings. In addition, this vintage reprint offers its readers a unique look into a period in 



American history--when materials and labor were stretched thin, and American craftsmen were forced to ""bootstrap"" 
solutions out of the bare essentials available to them.

About the AuthorLinden Publishing is a leading publisher of craft and woodworking books. They are located in 
Fresno, California. 


